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OMER OF BRONX BAI L BOND FI RM PLEADS GUILTY
TO FEDERAL MONEY LAUNDERI NG CHARGE Tl ED TO DRUG CASE

JAMES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, announced today that ROBERT
BERRETTA, the owner of Associated Bail Services (“ABS’), a bai
bondi ng business located in the Bronx, pled guilty late today in
Wiite Plains federal court to noney | aundering in connection with
a corrupt bail bond arranged by BERRETTA and others in a
West chest er County narcotics case.

According to the guilty plea proceedi ngs and the
I ndi ct ment, in August 1997, Marcos Gonzal ez was arrested on state
drug charges in Yonkers in connection with the seizure of 74
kil ograns of cocaine, and was held without bail. In March 1998,
a Westchester County judge ordered CGonzal ez rel eased on a
$250, 000 cash or insurance bond. International Fidelity
| nsurance Conpany (“IFIC’) posted the bond on March 24, 1998 to
secure Gonzal ez’ release. The bail docunents indicated that the
i nsurance bond was arranged by BERRETTA, who was an authorized

representative of IFICin its insurance bondi ng busi ness.
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According to the terns of the bail, |IFIC would be
responsi bl e for paying the $250,000 bond in the event Gonzal ez
failed to conply with the terns of his rel ease, including
appearing in court. As alleged in the Indictnent, the |IFIC bond
was all egedly secured by certain collateral, including a
resi dence owned by JOSEPHI NE TUSANEZA at 274 Park Hill Avenue in
Yonkers, which I FIC would have the right to seize in the event
that |FIC was required to forfeit the $250,000 bond it had
posted. Marcos Gonzalez ultimately was rel eased on bail after
| FI C posted the insurance bond.

According to the guilty plea and the |Indictnent,
however, BERRETTA and the other defendant had a secret
arrangenent regarding the Marcos Gonzal ez bail bond. Victor
Gonzal ez, the brother of Marcos Gonzal ez and the all eged head of
a maj or cocaine trafficking organization in New York, delivered a
total of $275,000 in cash drug proceeds to ABS between January
and March of 1998. BERRETTA, during his plea allocution,
adm tted that cash drug proceeds had been delivered to ABS to
secretly secure the $250,000 IFIC insurance bond. BERRETTA al so
admtted that during March and April 1998, he and ot her ABS
enpl oyees, including DANl EL GONZALEZ and ORLANDO VALLE, used sone
of that cash to purchase a | arge nunber of noney orders, and that
t hey then deposited cash and noney orders into BERRETTA' S
busi ness account. The Indictnent also alleges that in March
1998, Victor Gonzal ez secretly paid TUSANEZA approxi mately

$250, 000 cash in exchange for TUSANEZA' s agreenent to pl edge her
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property |l ocated at 274 Park Hill Avenue in Yonkers to nake it
appear as if the property was to be used as legitimte coll ateral
for the $250, 000 i nsurance bond posted by |FIC.

Court records indicate that in June 1998, Marcos
Gonzal ez failed to appear in court, and is currently a fugitive.
As a result of Gonzalez's failure to appear, IFIC was required to
forfeit the bond and pay $250,000 to Westchester County.

BERRETTA, a resident of Yonkers, New York, faces a
maxi mum of 20 years in prison and a fine of at |east $500, 000.

He is schedul ed to be sentenced by United States District Judge
ALLEN G SCHWARTZ on April 18, 2003.

DANI EL GONZALEZ and ORLANDO VALLE previously pled
guilty to the sane charge noney | aundering charge. GONZALEZ was
sentenced to over four years in prison. VALLE is scheduled to be
sentenced |l ater this nonth. The remai ning def endant, JOSEPH NE
TUSANEZA, is scheduled to be tried on the noney | aundering
charges begi nning February 3, 2003.

M. COMEY praised the efforts of the Internal Revenue
Service and the Drug Enforcenent Admnistration in this
i nvestigation.

Assistant United States Attorney BART G VAN DE WEGHE
is in charge of the prosecution.
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